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W Here ſend you my Reaſons for my difufing and declining the Game of Cheſs. This I premiſe, that I think Recreation to 
be in it ſelf Lawful, yea that like Phyſick itis to ſome perſons, and in ſome caſes very needfull: Alfo that this Game of Cheſs 
is not only Lawful, bur it may be the moſt ingenious and delightful that ever was invented : Others ſeem to be calculated for 

Children, this for Men ; in moſt others there's much of Contingency, in this there's nothing but Art. But though ir be never ſo 

lawful and eligible in it ſelf, yet to me it is inexpedient. And there are ſome particular Reaſons why I am fallen out with this 

Exerciſe, and I believe ſhall never be reconciled to it again ; and they are ſuch as follow. 


1. It is a great Time-waſter : How many precious hours ( which can never be recalfd) have I profuſely ſpent in this Game ? 
O Cheſle, I'le be aveng'd of thee for the lols of my Time. 'Tis a true ſaying, That it is more neceſſary thriftineſs to be ſparin 
and faving of Time than of Money. One offered on his Death-bed a World of Wealth, for an Inch of Time; and another ws, | 
grear earneſtneſs, cryed out, when ſhe lay a dying ; Call Time again! call time again ! This I heard, ſays a worthy Miniſter, and 
I think the ſound of it will be in my ears ſo long as I live. | 

2, It hath had with me a faſcinating property : I have been bewitcht by it; when I have begun, I have not had the power to 
give over. Though a thing be never fo lawfull yet I ought not to ſuffer my ſelf to be brought under the power of it. Ile not 

| ute it, till I find I can reſnſe it. Reaſon and Religion ſhall order my Recreation. | 

3. It hath not done with me when I have done with it. It hath followed me into my Study, into my Pulpit ; when I have been 
Praying, or whomy>—> I have (in my thoughts) been playing at Cheſs ; then I have had as it were a Cheſs-board before my eyes ; 
then I have been thinking how I might have obtained the ſtratagems of my Antagoniſt, or make ſuch and ſuch motions to his dif- 
advantage 3 nay,I have heard of one who was playing at Cheſs in his thoughts (as appear'd by his words) when he lay a-dying. 

4. It hath'caus'd me to break many ſolemn Relolutions, nay Vows and promiſes. Sometimes I have oblig'd my ſelf in the moſt 
ſolemn manner, to play but io many Mates at a time, or with any one perlon, and anon TI have broken theſe obligations and pro- 

| Miſes, and after Vows of that kind I have made inquiry how I might evade them ; and have ſinfully prevaricated in that matter ; 
and that not once only, but often. | E 

5. It hath wounded my Conſcience, and broken my peace. I have had fad refletions upon it when I have been moſt ſerious. 
I find if I were now to dye, the remembrance of this Game would greatly trouble me, and ſtare me in the face. I have read in 
the life of the famons Fohn Huſſe, how he was greatly troubled for his uſing of this Game, a little before his death. 

6. My uſing of it hath been ſcandalous and offenſive to others. Some Godly Friends (as I have underſtood) have been grieved 
by it; and others (as I have reaſon to fear) have been hardned by it. Great inconveniencies have ariſen from the places where, and 
the perſons withwhom I have us'd this Game. 

7. My uſing of it hath occaſioned much fin, as paſſion, ſtrife, idle (if not lying) words, in my.ſelf or my Antagoniſt, or 'both. It 
hath cauſed the neglect of many duties both to God and Man. | 


8. My uſing of it doth evince, I have little ſelf-denial in me. If I can't deny my ſelf in a fooliſh Game, how can I think 
] either do or ſhall deny my felf in greater matterc 2 how ſhell I forfaleo ol for Obzift, when I car's forſfake a Rccrcation for 


him. | 
9. My uſing ir is __—_ needleſs and unneceſſary to me. As it hinders my Souls health, fo it doth not further my bodily 
health. Such is my conſtitution (being Corpulent and Phlegmatick) that if I need any exerciſe, it is that which is ſtirring and 
labouring. I can't propound any end to my {elf in the uſe of it, but the pleaſing of my fleſh. 
10. My uſing of it hath occaſioned (at times) ſome little expence of Money. This is the leaft, and therfore I mention it 
- laſt. I ſhould think much to give thar to relieve others wants, that I have waſted this way at ſeveral times upon my own 


wantonnels. 


I Conclude with the paſſage of Mr. B. in his Chriſtian Driref. p. 464. Thus he writes. «I know not One perſon of an 
© Hundred, cor of my Hundred, that needeth any Game at all, there are ſuch variety of better Exerciſes at hand to recreate 
&them. And it isa fin to idle away any time which we can better improve. I confeſs my own nature was as much addicted 
< to playfulnels as melſt, and my judgment alloweth ſo much Recreation as is needful to my Health and Labour, and no 
<« more ; but for all that, I find no need of any Game to recreate me. When my mind needs Recreation, I have variety 
« of recreating Books, and Friends, and buſineſs to do ; that when my body needeth it, the hardeſt labour that I can bear, is my 
« beſt Recreation ; Walking is inſtead of Games and Sports, as profitable to my body and more to my mind. IfI am alone, I ma 
<« improve that time in Mediration ; if with others, I may improve it in profitable chearfull pr ferapay I condemn not 

« Sports and Games in others, but I find none of them all to be beſt for my ſelf. And when I obſerve how far the temper 
< and life of Chriſt and his beſt ſervants, was from fuch recreations, I avoid them with the more ſuſpicion. And I ſee but 
< few but diſtaſte it in Miniſters (even Shooting, Bowling, and ſuch more hea!thfull Games, to ſay nothing of theſe and ſuch 
<« others as fit not the end of Recreation) therefore there is ſomewhat in it that Nature it ſelf hath ſome Faſpicion of. That 
<« Student that needeth Cheſs or Cards to pleaſe his mind, I doubt hath a Carnal empty mind; if God, and all his Books, 
<« and all his Friends, &c. cannot ſuffice for this, there is ſome 4iſeaſe in it that ſhouid rather be cured than pleaſed. And for 


< the Body, itis another kind of exercife that profits it. | 
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